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A RESOLUTION to mourn the loss of Martha Rimlinger O’Rear.

WHEREAS, death has claimed one of Tennessee’s most prized residents, and this body

feels a great sense of loss and sadness; and

WHEREAS, Martha Bell Rimlinger O’Rear, 73, was the daughter of the late Emmett and

Altha Page Bell; and

WHEREAS, a retired senior legislative assistant for the state of Tennessee, Miss Martha

diligently served as a capable and well-informed confidant to such notable state political figures

as Governors Jim McCord, Gordon Browning, Frank Clement and Buford Ellington;

Commissioners Hilton Butler and Greg O’Rear; and Senators Bill Jim Davis, Reagor Motlow, Bill

Baird, Bill Ortwein, Tommy Burks, Ed Blank, Ernest Crouch, Vernon Neal and Robert Rochelle;

and

WHEREAS, during her 42 years of illustrious service to Tennessee, Miss Martha was a

diligent and faithful worker whose efforts were unparalleled; and

WHEREAS, in 1990, Miss Martha was honored by the Ninety-Sixth General Assembly in

which she was commended for exemplary public service to the state of Tennessee; and

WHEREAS, she was a devout member of Forest Hills United Methodist Church where

the congregation mourns the death of such an irreplaceable member; and
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WHEREAS, for many years, Miss Martha utilized her many talents and skills for the

betterment of state government; and

WHEREAS, throughout her exceptional career, Miss Martha was lovingly supported by

those who survive her, including a son, Charles H. Rimlinger; one sister, Bettye Bell Lewis; a

brother, Dr. Emmett D. Bell, Jr.; a stepson, Larry O’Rear and two grandchildren; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE NINETY-NINTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY

OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES CONCURRING,

That we express our deepest regret at the passing of Martha Rimlinger O’Rear and extend our

sympathy to her family and friends, realizing that we have lost not only a dedicated public

servant, but also a loving woman whose wonderful gifts, service and spirit of love will continue

to inspire those of us who knew her.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That an appropriate copy of this resolution be prepared

for presentation with this final clause omitted from such copy.


